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TOOLKIT

 for Local Resolutions
Calling for Senate/Presidential Ratification of the International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).

This is a packet of information and a suggested/model resolution for human rights activists/Guild Chapters, including law school chapters, to use in their local jurisdictions to promote a HUMAN RIGHTS framework for collective/governmental responsibility for peoples’ health care, housing, education, jobs and the safety net that allows people to live a dignified existence in an unfair economic system.  The current economic and jobs and housing meltdown and local governments’ inability to deal with it only makes this initiative more timely.
How many of the proponents of universal health care – even single payer proponents – are talking about health care or housing as a HUMAN RIGHT, protected by international law?   Very few, if any.  After all, the US has yet to ratify the one treaty, the ICESCR, that will make these economic and social rights the law of our land, and very few people in the US even know about INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED HUMA N RIGHTS.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, drafted with the help of Eleanor Roosevelt in 1948, and signed by the US and the nations that formed the United Nations, set out the notion that there were basic human rights that must be recognized and guaranteed by all nations.  Those rights included political and civil rights, and economic, social and cultural rights.  The UN (with pressure from the US) proceeded to split those rights apart and to draft and approve two treaties to ensure that the rights enumerated in the Declaration could be enforced by the countries that signed on…One was the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the other was the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
Although the US eventually signed and ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights(ICCPR), we are the only major industrialized country – in fact one of the only countries in the world – not to have ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). 

Jimmy Carter signed the ICESCR in 1978, but the Senate has yet to ratify it.
In this polarized era of rightwing media and fearful politicians, it will take a grass roots effort to pressure the Senate and Obama administration, and demand that the US people and its federal and local governments recognize that rights to health care, housing, education, jobs and food constitute internationally recognized HUMAN RIGHTS whose protection is essential to a civilized society.  a memo on how to introduce a resolution in a local governmental body, a memo on how to introduce a resolution in a local governmental body,
As it is not an option to deny the vote to women or people of color, it cannot be an option for the government of the richest country in the world (and a country that is spending more for its military than all other countries combined) to deny healthcare for all and to slash funding for health care for low-income children (as Gov Schwarzenegger just did in California), or to deny care for the disabled or housing for the homeless. 
Calling for the ratification of the ICESCR is calling for the recognition that housing, health care, jobs and food are basic human rights that are simply not subject to the budget machinations of federal and state lawmakers.
Attached is a Tool Kit that local activists can use in a grass roots campaign to get the US Senate to ratify the ICESCR.  
Included is 
· a model Resolution that can be used by city and county councils and state legislatures,
· a memo on how to introduce a resolution in a local governmental body,

·  a copy of the ICESCR treaty, signed by Jimmy Carter in 1974, but never ratified or considered by the Senate

· a copy of the Reservations, Understandings and Declarations (RUDs) submitted to the Senate by Carter for the ICESCR

· the recently adopted Optional Protocol to the ICESCR that allows victims to petition the UN for enforcement of the treaty, 
· a batch of articles and reports that local activists can use to familiarize themselves and their local governments with the issue of economic, social and cultural rights and the process of treaty ratification, the history of US reluctance to ratify human rights treaties, and its use of RUDS.
· text and information about House Res 416, re-introduced in 2009 by Georgia Congressman John Lewis, calling on the Senate to ratify all outstanding Human Rights treaties
· a list of websites and links activists can use to learn more and stay connected with the wide community of lawyers and activists who are working to ratify human rights treaties in the US – to “bring human rights home”!

The National Lawyers Guild International Committee and the Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute are available for backup and assistance. 

Susan Scott  NLG/IC  415 669-1745  syscott@prodigy.net
Ann Fagan Ginger  MCLI  510 848-0599  ann@mcli.org
