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August 1, 2013
President of the Supreme Court of Justice

Jorge Alberto Rivera Avilés

Tel (504) 269-3000 269-3069

Mail: cedij@poderjudicial.gob.hn
Supervisory Board of the Public Prosecutor's Office (Junta Interventora del Ministerio Público)

Fax (504) 221-5667

Tel (504) 221-5670 221-3099

Minister of Justice and Human Rights 

Ana Pineda 

apineda@sjdh.gob.hn
Director of INHGEOMINA (Honduran Institute of Geology and Mines)

Aldo Francisco Santos Sosa 

aldofss@yahoo.es
Minister of Natural Resources (SERNA)

Rigoberto Cuellar 

rigobertocuellar@hotmail.com
Regional Human Rights Commissioner 

Juan José Arita

jujoa7@hotmail.com
Mayor of the Municipality of Tela

David Zaccaro

alcaldiadetela@yahoo.com y muni_tela@yahoo.com
Dear Honorable Judges, Ministers, Mayors, and Directors:

We are writing about our concerns after hearing of the detention of two international accompaniers from the Honduras Accompaniment Project (PROAH) who were held captive for two and a half hours in the community of La Nueva Esperanza on July 25, 2013, by armed men who guard the mining operations there.  We understand that they were only released after pressure exerted by the community, by COFADEH (Committee of the Detained and Disappeared of Honduras), by PROAH, and by other human rights groups.
We have been following the increase of human rights violations in Honduras in the last several weeks which have included the brutal murders of a journalist, judge, lawyer, and a member of COPINH (Civic Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras), and the forced exile of a union leader.  We are concerned that many of the violators are not identified and punished and that the violations are escalating, not ending.
We are particularly concerned as a human rights organization based in the United States, where our government has provided humanitarian and military aid to the government of Honduras.

We urge you to take all actions under your authority to:

• Ensure that the armed men guarding Lenir Pérez's mining operations are removed from the area

immediately.

• Immediately conduct a thorough and impartial investigation into the incidents reported,

requesting that the results are made public and that those directly and indirectly responsible for

these threats and the intimidation of members of the community opposing the mining activity

and of other human rights defenders, and for holding the members of PROAH captive, are

brought to justice. 

• Take the necessary measures to ensure that the harassment and threats against all members of the community cease.

• Take urgent and concrete measures to implement the Declaration of the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 9 December 1998.

• Ensure the implementation of the provisions of this Declaration, in particular with regards to the protection of the right of everyone “ . . . individually and in association with others, to promote and to strive for the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels”.

Sincerely,
Jeanne Mirer, Natasha Bannan, Suzanne Adely
Co-Chairs, National Lawyers Guild International Committee 

international@nlg.org
Judy Somberg 

Chair, National Lawyers Guild Task Force on the Americas
judy_somberg@igc.org
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