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XVIIth IADL Congress
The democratic lawyers, judges, jurists, law teachers and students as well as others interested in its theme are invited to participate in the XVIIth Congress of the International Association of Democratic Lawyers [IADL] at Hanoi (Vietnam) on June 6-10, 2009 on the theme :
Law and Lawyers in the context of globalization: for peace, development and independence of the judiciary
The IADL, in consultative status with Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations, UNESCO AND UNICEF, was established at Paris in 1946 with Mr. Rene Cassin as its first President.

The objects of IADL, amongst others are :
(a) To facilitate contact and exchange of views between lawyers and lawyers' associations of all countries and to foster understanding and goodwill among them.
(b) To work together to achieve the aims set out in the Charter of the United Nations.
(c) To ensure common action by lawyers: 
(i) to encourage in the realm of law the study and practice of the principles of democracy making for the maintenance of peace and cooperation between nations.
(ii) to restore, defend and develop democratic rights and liberties in legislation, and in practice.
(iii) to promote the independence of all peoples and to oppose any restriction on this independence whether in law or in practice.
(iv) to defend and promote human and people's rights. 
(v) to promote preservation of ecology and healthy environment.
(vi) to struggle for strict adherence to rule of law and independence of judiciary and legal profession.
(vii) to defend peoples' rights to development and for creation of conditions of economic equality, enjoyment of fruits of scientific progress and natural resources.
Six Commissions are proposed to be convened on the following themes :
1. RIGHT TO PEACE

· Sub-themes will, amongst other topics, include :
· UN Charter and abolition of war under national constitutions

· Current problems of global and regional peace

· Outlawing nuclear weapons and all Weapons of Mass Destruction

· Right of self-determination and the role of United Nations

· Peace and Reconciliation Processes.

2. ANTI - TERRORISM LAW 

· Sub-themes will, amongst other topics, include :

· Experience with Anti-Terrorism laws around the World

· Right of Resistance and International Law

· Cuban 5

· Problem of Death Penalty

3. INDEPENDENCE OF JUDICIARY

· Sub-themes will, amongst other topics , include:

· Protection of Judges and Lawyers

· Access to Justice

· Juvenile Justice

· Democratic governance for the people

4. GLOBALIZATION, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

· Sub-themes will  amongst other topics , include :

· Debt and the role of international financial institutions

· Labor rights and migrant labor

· Alternative trade regimes to WTO

· Multiculturalism and the law

· Gender Empowerment

· Rights of children

5. DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS

· Sub-Themes:

· Human Rights to a healthy environment 

· Right to development (sustainable development)

· Combating poverty and hunger

· Climate change – forward from Kyoto

· Preserving biodiversity

6. ACCOUNTABILITY FOR INTERNATIONAL CRIMES

· Sub-Themes:

· Reparations

· For the crime of slavery

· For victims of agent orange

· For victims of war, e.g., nuclear and chemical weapons

·  Fighting impunity: e.g., role of the ICC

· Using universal jurisdiction

· Corporate Accountability.

Sub-themes mentioned above are suggestions and not exhaustive. The Chairs and Co-Chairs of the commissions may add or delete any sub-theme as may be necessary. The commissions are expected to present a comprehensive report to the congress with concrete proposals for action. It is expected that the report from the commissions to the general assembly may make recommendations for formation of working groups to address the various issues for implementation of the program for the IADL.
Place and Dates

The XVIIth Congress of IADL will take place at Hanoi, Vietnam on the 6th to 10th June, 2009 at My Dinh International Convention Center (address: Me Tri – Tu Liem District – Ha Noi, Tel: (84-4) 08041642; Fax: (84-4) 08041531; 

Inauguration

The President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam will attend the inaugurating [inaugural ] ceremony of the Congress { on June 6,2009 ].

      Participation

The CONGRESS OF THE IADL is open to all the lawyers, judges, jurists, law teachers and students as well as others who are interested in the themes of the Congress whether or not they are members of IADL. The Congress adopts no resolutions nor does it take any vote.
The IADL GENERAL ASSEMBLY will meet on the 9TH of June, 2009. The elections of the office-bearers of IADL in accordance with its Constitution are held at the General Assembly which also adopts resolutions and declarations. Representatives of the affiliated organizations alone are entitled to participate and vote at the General Assembly in accordance with the IADL Constitution. However participants who are not representing any affiliated organization or individual members of IADL may attend the IADL General Assembly as Observers.
Congress Languages
The working languages of the Congress will be English, French and Spanish. The Organizing Committee may consider providing Arabic translation depending on the number of Arabic-speaking participants.  

Registration Fees
The Registration fee for the Congress will be as under:

	
	For Registrations

	
	Up to 31st March                      After 1st April  

        2009                                          2009

	North America, Europe, Japan and Middle East

Asia, Eastern Europe,  Latin America and Africa

Young Lawyers [less then 10 years standing in the profession]

Students 
Companion [non-lawyer]       
    
	Euro 200                                 Euro 250
        Euro 150                                 Euro 200

 Euro 100                                 Euro 100

 Euro 50                                   Euro 50
50% of the Participant's fee


Registration fees will include Congress material, participation in all activities of the Congress including scheduled cultural program , receptions/cocktail and a Certificate of attendance.

The participants are requested to register online by filling in the electronic form at the IADL website (http://iadllaw.org/en/node/262). Online payment is possible. Online registration facilitates the administrative handling of your registration. If online registration is not possible participants can use the attached paper registration form and send it by E-mail to congress@iadllaw.org or by fax to +33179755632. It is also possible to send the form by post to the Organizing Committee XVIIth Congress, Vietnam Lawyers Association, 261 A2 Thuy Khue Street, Hanoi . Vietnam .The Registration fee can be sent to the IADL Congress account as detailed hereafter:
Caixa d'Est Alvis I Pensions de Barcelona

Av. Diagonal, 355

08037 Barcelona

Catalunya (Spain)

Account name : Association Internationale des Juristes Démocrates

IBAN : ES52 2100 0826 7202 0049 3486

SWIFT/BIC code: CAIXESBBXXX

Accommodation
A list of Hotels with addresses and telephone/Fax numbers with indicative prices is attached. THE PARTICIPANTS MUST DO THE BOOKING DIRECTLY WITH THE HOTELS OF THEIR CHOICE  AND SEND A COPY OF THE REQUEST TO THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE (261 A2 Thuy Khue Street, Hanoi , Vietnam Tel: {844} 7225897 ,Fax ; {844} 7225896 , e-mail vla@fpt.vn) SO THAT THEY MAY FOLLOW UP YOUR REQUEST . 
Commissions
As detailed above six commissions have been planned. The sub-themes of each Commission detailed earlier are suggestions and not exhaustive. The Chair duly assisted by Co-chairs in each Commission will preside over each session and will be responsible for the smooth functioning of the Commission. They shall be entitled to delete, add or modify the sub-themes of their Commission. It is expected that the Commissions will not go strictly on the presentations of the papers but would be focused to solicit maximum information from the participants, gather their opinions and direct discussions aimed at concrete proposals for action. The Commissions will present their reports to the Plenary Session. The Commissions are expected to make specific recommendations as to the tasks ahead so that IADL General Assembly may draw a plan of action, constitute Working Groups to address various issues for the implementation of the IADL program. Each Commission will have a Repporteur who will provide a Working Paper for the Commission indicating the broad framework, within which the Commission will function, will summarize the presentations and in cooperation with the Chair and Co-chairs prepare a report for presentation to the Plenary Session on June 10, 2005.
Papers
All participants who wish to present papers are welcome to submit their written contributions on issues before the Commission. Such presenters will be responsible for providing at least two hundred copies of each complete paper of not more than 10 pages in a working language of the Congress. The papers submitted will not be read but the author may in a few minutes present its summary before the Commission. The Presenter will also provide a one-page abstract to the Repporteur in advance.
IADL General Assembly
Each affiliated organization will be represented by not more then five members to enable all opinions to be expressed democratically by each delegation. While naming their representatives to the General Assembly the affiliated organizations are requested to ensure gender balance in their representation .Each affiliated organization will have two votes.

All draft resolutions for consideration of the General assembly must reach the President of the IADL or the Organizing Committee not later than the 6th of June,2009. The drafts so received may be reviewed by the Resolutions Committee and if necessary may be redrafted. Draft resolutions dealing with an unforeseeable current issue may be submitted, with the consent of the President, up to the commencement of the General Assembly.
Tours and Trips
Special tours and trips of Hanoi and other places of interest may be booked at the Congress Venue through tourist agencies at the participant's own expense and responsibility. The participants may also send their request to the Organizing Committee in advance for assistance in this regard.
Information
For additional information about the XVIIth Congress, please contact Vietnam Lawyers Association, the Organizing Committee at Hanoi, congress@iadllaw.org or the IADL President at the addresses given in this Brochure.

Hanoi city information

Hanoi is the capital of Socialist Republic of Vietnam . Hanoi was founded in 1010, and became the center of government for the Indochina Union under French rule in 1888. In 1954 it became the official capital of independent Vietnam. 

Hanoi is the largest city and retains much of its old world charm. 

Hanoi is a city of tranquil lakes, ancient pagodas and temples; charming French colonial mansions and boulevards; and the bustling street life of the Old Quarter. 

Hanoi highlights include Hoan Kiem Lake , the Temple of Literature , Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and a number of museums housed in fine colonial buildings. 

Discover the many stalls and markets in the Old Quarter, get measured up for a new outfit – ready in 24 hours, take a trip in a traditional ‘cyclo', and see the locals practising tai chi on the shores of the lakes. 

Hanoi has popular chill-out bars, and clubs, and the puppet theatre is popular with all the family. Hanoi has some great places to eat including Vietnamese ‘street food', French-influenced cuisine, and international cafes and restaurants. 
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REGISTRATION FORM

Please use the online registration form at the IADL website (www.iadllaw.org) or send this form by e-mail to congress@iadllaw.org or by fax to +33179755632
Name (as in the Passport )

Date of birth

Nationality

Sex:

Passport Number.

Date & place of issue

Date of expiry

Place where Visa to be applied

Profession

Address 
Tel
Fax
E-mail

Name of the Organization
Commission(s) to be attended 
Whether presenting a Paper 
If yes, title 
Remarks (if any)
To be returned along with payment of the fees:

	North America, Europe, Japan
and Middle East
Asia, Eastern Europe,
Latin America and Africa
Young Lawyers [less then 10
years standing in the profession]
Students
Companion [non-lawyer]

	Up to 31st March        After 1st April 

  2009                                    2009

Euro 200                         Euro 250
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Euro 100                         Euro 100
Euro 50                           Euro 50
50% of the Participants fee
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PAGE  
5

