
February 8, 2011 
 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
 
Dear Secretary Clinton: 
 
We, the undersigned, join with the world in support of the movement for democracy and social 
justice in Egypt, and join in the calls that Hosni Mubarak leave office immediately. We write to 
raise issues yet to be addressed in the coverage of the Egyptian people's uprising. Once again, by 
elevating its supposed “interests” above principle by supporting a dictatorship, the United States 
finds itself on the wrong side of history and struggling to reposition itself. 
 
United States aid to the Mubarak regime is illegal and must end immediately. The U.S. has both 
domestic and international commitments to ensure that its weapons and its international aid funds 
are not used for grave international human rights or humanitarian law violations. While the Arms 
Export Control Act (AECA) allows sales and shipments of weaponry for “internal security,” that 
does not include the attacks by Mubarak’s henchmen on peaceful Egyptian protesters and 
journalists. Subchapter III of the AECA provides that the President must take into account whether 
the export of arms would “increase the possibility of outbreak or escalation of conflict.” Recent 
events clearly indicate the latter. 
 
Furthermore, the U.S. Foreign Assistance Act prohibits assistance to the government of any country 
that “engages in a consistent pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights.” 
The Mubarak regime has, despite its efforts to cut communications, engaged in such violations in 
full view of the world, including attacks on human rights defenders, whose rights and protections 
are enshrined in such key international covenants as the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders. 
 
We note also that Omar Suleiman, the newly-named vice-president and Egypt’s long-time 
intelligence director, soundly rejected by the Egyptian popular movement, is no stranger to the 
legacy of torture and repression of the Mubarak regime. He has a long history of association with 
U.S. officials and U.S. foreign policy goals. As Jane Mayer reported in The Dark Side, her book 
exposing the CIA's “rendition” program, he was a key partner in the program, including its later 
development into “extraordinary rendition.” Suleiman personally participated in the torture of at 
least one victim of extraordinary rendition, Egyptian-born Australian citizen Mamdouh Habib, as 
reported by Lisa Hajjar and Habib himself. 
 
The time to review aid to Mubarak's dictatorship has long since passed. Violations of the Arms 
Export Control Act and the UN Guidelines on International Arms Transfers are apparent and 
ongoing. All military aid and arms sales to the Mubarak regime must cease immediately and the 
U.S. should make an unequivocal statement in support of the Egyptian people's right to determine 
their own future and the destiny of their country. The U.S. must end all support, covert and overt, 
for Omar Suleiman as a replacement for Mubarak and cease interference in internal Egyptian 
politics. A full investigation should be initiated to document the full extent of U.S. officials' 
culpability in the crimes of the Mubarak regime. We also call for a responsible and independent 



international investigation into the crimes of the Mubarak regime in Egypt. 
 
Finally, we cite the February 3 raid by Mubarak’s intelligence agents on the Hisham Mubarak Legal 
Aid Center. The legal workers and human rights advocates there were severely beaten and taken 
into state custody to an unknown location, for an unknown duration and without probable cause. 
This alone is grounds for the cessation of all U.S. support for the regime. Human rights advocates 
have historically played a pivotal role in defense of people seeking the restoration of their basic 
rights to life and liberty. In times of uprising, the role of the legal aid workers becomes more critical 
as they are tasked with defending the people against false charges and bear the great burden of 
documenting the abuses the people suffer. It is imperative that all legal aid and human rights 
workers be free to conduct their duty of serving the people. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
National Lawyers Guild 
New York, NY 
 
National Lawyers Guild  
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter 
 
National Lawyers Guild 
Massachusetts Chapter 
 
National Lawyers Guild 
Rutgers-Camden Chapter 
 
National Lawyers Guild  
Gainesville Chapter 
 
National Lawyers Guild 
Chicago Chapter 
 
National Lawyers Guild 
Boston University School of Law Chapter 
 
National Lawyers Guild 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
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Center for Constitutional Rights 
New York, NY 
 
Veterans for Peace 
 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America (UE) 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 

Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers 
United Kingdom 
 
Colombia Action Network 
Chicago, IL 
 
Arab Women's Solidarity Association 
(AWSA)-United 
 
International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network 
 
U.S. Palestinian Community Network 
(USPCN) 
 
South Asians Taking Action (ASATA) 

California Peace and Freedom Party 

Office of the Americas 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
West Hartford Citizens for Peace and Justice 
West Hartford, CT 
 
Al-Awda New York: the Palestine Right to 
Return Coalition 
 
New York City Labor Against the War 
 
United National Antiwar Committee (UNAC) 
 
Egyptian Association for Change-USA 
 



New Jersey Labor Against the War 
 
Jersey City Peace Movement 
Jersey City, NJ 
 
Philadelphia Regional Anti-War Network 
(PRAWN) 
 
Middle East Children's Alliance (MECA) 
 
Cafe Intifada 
 
Los Angeles Palestine Labor Solidarity 
Committee 
 
International Action Center 
 
Pakistan USA Freedom Forum 
New York, NY 
 
Arab Resource and Organizing Center 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Labor for Palestine 
 
Central Jersey Coalition Against Endless War 
North Brunswick, NJ 
 
Rochester Against War 
Rochester, NY 
 
Florida Coastal Immigrant Rights Clinic 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
Palestine Solidarity Group 
Chicago, IL 
 
Community Organizing Center 
Columbus,OH 
 
Women Against Military Madness 
Minneapolis, MN  
 
Laura Alfring 
Boston, MA  
 
Ann Fawcett Ambia 
Brooklyn, NY 

Rebecca Amdemariam 
Suffolk University Law School 
 
Raul Anorve 
Executive Director 
Instituto de Educación Popular del Sur  
de California 
 
Fran Ansley 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
Todd Arena 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Alissa Baier 
Seattle University School of Law 
 
Anita L. Beaty 
Metro Atlanta Task Force for the Homeless 
 
Martha Elizabeth Bekken 
San Diego, CA 
 
Dennis L. Blewitt 
Boulder, CO 
 
Marjorie Cohn 
Deputy Secretary General 
International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers 
 
Andrea Costello 
Gainesville, FL 
 
Kim Doss-Smith 
Executive Director 
Women Against Military Madness 
 
Sarah El-Ghazaly 
Yale Law School 
 
Betsy Ehrenberg 
PYLE ROME EHRENBERG PC 
Boston, MA 
 
Brooke Eliazar-Macke 
City University of New York School of Law 
 



Hisham Elkoustaf 
Attorney 
 
Benjamin Evans 
Pawtucket, RI 
 
Daniel L. Factor, Esq. 
Acton, MA 
 
James Fennerty 
Chicago, IL 
 
Tom Ferguson   
Atlanta, GA 
 
Philip Fornaci 
Washington, DC 
 
Paul Gattone 
PAYSON & GATTONE 
Tucson, AZ  
 
Arsalan Ghelieh 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Alexandra M. Goncalves-Pena, Esq. 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Hiba Hafiz 
International Rights Advocates 
 
Monica Halas 
Boston, MA  
 
Dalia Hashad  
Attorney 
 
Rebecca Heinegg, Esq. 
New York NY 
 
Aman K Hundal Esq 
Fordham University School of Law 
 
Aatif Iqbal 
Harvard Law School 
 
 
 

Meetali Jain, Esquire 
South African Constitutional Literacy  
and Service Project 
University of Cape Town 
 
J. Kirby 
Northeastern University School of Law 
 
Pat Levasseur 
Jersey City, NJ 
 
Carol Lipton 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Vanessa K. Lucas 
Edelstein & Payne 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Ben Manski 
Executive Director  
Liberty Tree Foundation for the Democratic 
Revolution 
 
Laurie Martinelli 
Boston, MA 
 
Urszula Masny-Latos 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Walter McClatchey 
Alexandria, LA 
 
Jeremiah Meyer-O'Day 
Norwood, MA 
 
Daniel L. Meyers 
New York, NY 
 
Anne O'Berry 
Hobe Sound, FL 
 
Daniel Occena 
Revere, MA 
 
Dianne Post 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
 



Bill Quigley 
Center for Constitutional Rights 
New York, NY 
 
Jaime Rogers 
Roger Williams University School of Law 
April Rohman 
City University of New York (CUNY) 
School of Law 
 
Kim Rohrbach 
Coalition for Justice for Oscar Grant 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Eve Rosahn, Esq. 
New York, NY 
 
Minnie Ruffin 
 
Maher Sabry 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Susan Scott 
Inverness, California 
 
Nora Sullivan 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 
 
Damon T. Thomas, Esquire 
Haverhill, MA  
 
Jillian Tuck 
Northeastern University School of Law 
 
Marissa Vahlsing 
Harvard Law School 
 
Marc Van Der Hout 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Lindsay Vick 
Fall River, MA 
 
Stacey A. Ward, Esq. 
Los Lunas, NM 
 
 
 

Roger S. Wareham, Esq. 
International Secretary General 
International Association Against Torture 
 
Deborah M. Weissman 
Professor of Law 
University of North Carolina School of Law 
Chapel Hill, NC 
Daniel Werner  
Jamaica Plain, MA 
 
Zachary Wolfe, Esq. 
Professor 
Washington, DC 
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